
I  r ecently r ead an ar ticle that said  
older  people (and I?m refer r ing to 
r eti r ees and senior  ci tizens) are 
happier  than younger  people 
(working, chi ld-r ear ing, and 
mor tgage-paying people). I  think the 
former  have had enough exper ience 
in l i fe to say, ?Health problems? 
Sickness? Relational problems? Been 
there, done that. I?m not afr aid. I  can 
handle them.? Plus, know ing that 
they have l imited time left, I  think 
they are far  more appreciative of 
people, time, environment, 
si tuations, and relationships--both 
the good and the bad.  

The rest of us who have our  noses to 
the gr indstone--w restl ing w ith 
atrocious dai ly commute, working 
harder  than ever  to make a l iving, 
shuttl ing kids from one activi ty to 
another , etc.--are hoping to ?get 
there,? a point in l i fe where we, too,  
can look back and rel ish our  
accomplishments or  fr ui ts of labor.

Unti l  then, well , l i fe is hard. There is 
no other  way to put i t. I t is indeed hi l l  
after  hi l l  and mountain after  
mountain (an old Korean adage).

The Bible tel ls us that l i fe is a 
journey, a path, a road, a l inear  
progression in time, from bir th to 
death, i f  you w i l l . In Hebrews 12, l i fe 
is depicted as a r ace that has a 
star ting point and a f inish l ine. The 
author  of Hebrews accordingly said, 
?Let us r un w ith per severance the 
r ace marked out for  us, f ixing our  
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer  and 
per fecter  of fai th." Clear ly, our  r ace is 
not a spr int. Why would Apostle Paul 

tel l  us that we w i l l  need 
perseverance (defined as 
?steadfastness in doing something 
despite di f f iculty or  delay in 
achieving success,? ?refusing to stop, 
continuing w ith determination?) 
unless i t was r equir ed? For  those of 
you who run marathons or  r un long 
distances, you know  you need 
perseverance because your  body 
wants to qui t before you reach the 
destination. The same is tr ue for  the 
r est of us. We also need to keep our  
eyes focused on the pr ize and the 
f inish l ine. Jesus, who has completed 
the r ace Himself, stands at the f inish 
l ine cheer ing us on.   

Notice in ver se 2: ?For  the joy set 
before him (goal and purpose) he 
endured the cross, scorning i ts 
shame (overcome obstacles), and sat 
dow n at the r ight hand of the throne 
of God (reached the destination and 
rewarded for completing the race)? 
(parentheses mine). Jesus was 
committed, and He was focused on 
the pr ize. We need to do the same.

Yet, the tr uth is, we often waiver  in 
our  commitment to complete the 
r ace. We are over whelmed by fatigue 
and str ess r esulting from debi l i tating 
pain and disappointments associated 
w ith troublesome relationships, 
career  problems, poor  f inances, 
deter iorating health, etc. That?s why 
we need to continually r enew  or  
r echarge our  minds and focus our  
eyes on Jesus: ?Consider  him who 
endured such opposi tion from 
sinners, so that you w i l l  not grow  
wear y and lose hear t. (v.3).?  He 
modeled patience and commitment 
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NCA's Capital Campaign is a year -long effor t to 
r aise funds to suppor t var ious activi ties and 
events at NCA. Whi le the Golf Tournament has a 
speci f ic purpose (r aising scholar ship and 
f inancial aid for  PKs and MKs, the chi ldren of 
ful l-time pastor s and missionar ies), the Capital 
Campaign benefi ts the enti r e school. 

In the past, successful Capital Campaigns were 
dir ectly r esponsible for  new  Chromebooks for  the 
K-5 classrooms, pur chase of 3D pr inter s, 
suppor ting the athletic program, funding online 
cur r iculum, etc. 

This year , we ar e focusing on the fu tur e, the 
nex t  chapter  of  NCA's gr ow th, ex pansion, and 

developm ent . 

As many of 
you alr eady 
know , the 
cur rent 
campus is maxed-out. We are in dir e need of 
more classroom spaces, more play areas, more 
parking spaces, and a spacious gym. 

So, please contr ibute to NCA's future which is, in 
essence, the future of your  chi ld's schooling 
exper ience. Individual and corporate donations 
can be made, and we ask you to r each out to 
other s who may be able to contr ibute to NCA. 
Thank you, and Go, Huskies! 

so that we can run our  r ace the way He did. You might be having such a hard time that you don't want 
to make i t to the f inish l ine. Maybe you can't even take another  step! Feeling hopeless, injured, and 
fatigued, you want to qui t the r ace and just plop dow n r ight where you are. Scr ipture tel ls us, however , 
to not give up: ?Strengthen your  feeble arms and weak knees" and ?Make level paths for  your  feet" 
(v.12, 13) so that you can keep moving toward the goal.  

There w i l l  be opposi tions, hurdles and roadblocks in l i fe. But, when we keep our  eyes focused on Jesus, 
when we have our  mind and hear t set on fol low ing Him to the end, we w i l l  be str engthened and 
encouraged to keep running the r ace. He is our  model, and He beckons His people to keep on running.

For  the students who are r eading this: We'r e at the mid-point of the semester. This is exactly the point 
in time when students begin to feel fatigued and sluggish. The exci tement of the new  school year  has 
subsided, and the mundane has settled in. But, folks, you've got to keep moving for ward. Don't give up. 
Take one day, one step, one assignment at a time. Soon you'l l  f ind yourself  w i th the second w ind. 

Parents, keep encouraging your  chi ld to press on. Model patience, endurance, and commitment before 
them. We w i l l  get to the end of the semester  and eventually the school year , I  guarantee i t.  :) 

8TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
NCA's 8th Annual Golf Tournament w i l l  take 
place once again at Westr idge Golf Club in La 
Habra, on November  2, 2019. 
I t 's a shot-gun format, so al l  
players are expected to r epor t 
to the star ter s by 11:30 AM 
and tee-off at 12:30 PM. 

As usual, the scor ing system 
w i l l  be "Callaway," and a 
number  of trophies w i l l  be 
awarded to the Mens and 
Womens Champions, Longest Dr ives, Closest to 
the Pin, and Best Dressed!  

After  the round of golf , the buffet dinner  and 

raff le w i l l  fol low. This year 's pr izes r ange from 
golf  bal ls, golf  bags, i ron sets, dr iver s, putter , and 

a whole lot of gi f t cer ti f icates from 
var ious vendors, school parent 
businesses, and suppor ter s. 

Al l  funds r aised w i l l  be al located 
to suppor ting PKs and MKs 
(chi ldren of ful l-time pastor s and 
missionar ies attending NCA). So, 
please par ticipate in the 
tournament by purchasing player  

tickets, providing r aff le pr izes, making donations, 
and invi ting others to the event! Thank you in 
advance for  your  suppor t!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN '19



PERFORMANCE IN CHARTER 
SCHOOL = PUBLIC SCHOOL   
The topic of school choice has been around for  
qui te some time. And, since the ear ly 1990's, 
there have been several exper iments and 
movements that gave some choice to parents, 
especial ly those whose chi ldren were stuck in 
low  per forming public schools and distr icts.

Whi le several states and school distr icts have 
al lowed parents to tr ansfer  or  enrol l  their  
chi ldren from public to pr ivate schools 
(Cleveland, some par ts of Flor ida), the pr imar y 
mode of providing choice to parents has been 
through char ter  schools. In fact, from 2000 to 
2016, char ter  school enrol lment grew  571%. 
For ty-four  per cent of al l  students in Washington, 
D.C. now  attend char ter  schools, as well  as 17% in 
Ar izona, 13% in Colorado, and 11% in Utah and 
Louisiana, and 10% in Flor ida and Cali fornia. 
Today, about 70% of al l  K-12 students attend 
public schools, 20% in char ter  schools, and 10% 
in pr ivate schools. The landscape of education 
has changed dramatical ly in the past 30 years.

So, what are char ter  schools? By defini tion, 
char ter  schools are publicly funded schools that 
have speci f ic goals to ser ve students from 
tr adi tional public schools. Char ter s are al lowed to 
have more f lexibi l i ty in cur r iculum selection, 
teacher  hir ing/f i r ing, implementation of di f ferent 
or  exper imental instr uctional str ategies, and 
management of budgets w ith less oversight. So, 
there is a sense of independence and autonomy. 

But, do students in char ter  schools outper form 
their  peers in tr adi tional public schools? 

When the char ter  school movement was in i ts 

ear ly stages, there weren't enough longitudinal 
data to make compar isons. But, a new  federal 
r epor t from the National Center  for  Education 
Statistics r eleased recently offer s crucial statistics 
about this f ier cely debated topic. And, what is the 
conclusion? 

THERE IS NO MEASURABLE ACHIEVEMENT 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHARTER SCHOOLS AND 

TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Let that sink in. 

Sure, parents of chi ldren in char ter  schools 
r epor ted being satisf ied (60%) than those in 
assigned public schools (54%), but that di f ference 
is not statistical ly signi f icant. Also, both f igures 
are well  below  the level of pr ivate school parents 
(77%). 

How  did parents feel about academic standards? 
Fi f ty-three percent (53%) of tr adi tional school 
parents r epor ted 'ver y satisf ied,' 60% for  char ter  
school parents, but 78% for  pr ivate school 
parents. The same pattern exists in the areas of 
school discipl ine and other  categor ies. 

With the low  bir thrate (fewer  students around), 
prol i f ic grow th of char ter  schools, and the latest 
per formance data, public schools are demanding 
that no new  char ter  schools are established. Even 
the existing char ter  schools w i l l  be scrutinized. 
This issue cer tainly r emains as par t of local, state, 
and even national pol i tics. 

NCA famil ies, Stay informed! We w i l l  r epor t more 
on this (and other  r elevant educational news) in 
upcoming newsletter s. 
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