
Students ask me this 
question al l  the time. 
Even some parents 
wonder  why NCA 
offer s summer  school. 

So, what are the 
r easons or  r ationale 
behind NCA's summer  
school?

1, Continued 
Engagement

Student learning is a 
long, continuous 
journey. And, whi le 

small breaks here and there are necessar y to 
address boredom or  mundaneness, a three- 
month long pause can be detr imental to progress. 
In fact, studies have show n that students 
"r egress" or  take steps back due to the long break. 
Recognizing this major  problem since 
establishment in 1999, NCA has been offer ing  
summer  programs to i ts students. 

2. Habit and Discipl ine

Closely r elated to the idea of continued 
engagement is maintaining good habits and 
discipl ine. Pundits say that habits are formed in 
21 days. That applies to both good and bad habi ts. 
When students develop poor  habits dur ing 
summer  vacation (i .e., waking up late, binge 
watching, prolonged per iods of playing games, 
engrossed in social media, not r eading books, or  
going to bed late), that has a l inger ing effect when 
they r eturn to school in fal l . So, summer  school is 
offered at NCA to foster  good habits whi le 
deter r ing poor  habits from forming.

3. Remediation and Ski l ls Bui lding

I don't think there is any 
student in the wor ld who 
can learn ever y single 
thing which teachers 
teach dur ing the school year. And, even i f  that 
were possible, r eview ing can fur ther  sol idi fy 
comprehension and problem solving ski l ls. Plus, 
summer  school is less str essful (not str ess fr ee!) 
than fal l  or  spr ing semester s, so i t r eal ly al lows 
students to zone-in on what they did not master. 

4. Advancement

Some frow n on studying next year 's mater ial in 
advance. Now , i f  that were done simply to earn 
high marks or  get into col leges, studying in 
advance can be perceived as "missing the goal" of 
education. Yet, there are many students at NCA 
who are accelerated learners in need of studying 
more advanced mater ial. I  think i t 's per fectly f ine 
for  such students to learn at their  pace. 

5. Enr ichment

NCA's summer  school is enr iching by design. In 
addition to studying core subjects, the enti r e 
afternoon is devoted to enr ichment, clubs, and 
exploration. We offer  a w ide var iety of clubs that 
students can choose: basketball , vol leyball , ar t, 
music, chess, gir ls f i tness, soccer , ping pong, 
cooking, lacrosse, cur rent events, f i lm and fai th, 
etc. Students can explore things they have never  
exper ienced before, and that makes summer  
enr iching and even exci ting. 

So, al l  in al l , NCA's summer  school is purposeful 
and well-designed to increase student 
engagement, suppor t inquisi tiveness, and 
encourage exploration. 

In al l  honesty, I  think "chi l l ing at home" and 
"r esting" is just wasting time. So, let's make the 
most of the summer  grow  and learn!
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DJ Kerozen, the Ivor ian ar tist, has a l ine in one of his songs, ?Quand je 
pense à mon passé, et tout ce que j 'ai  tr aversé, je mets genoux à ter r e 
pour  r endre gloir e à Dieu,? which tr anslates to ?when I think of my past 
and al l  that I  went through, I  kneel to give glor y to God.? Dur ing the fal l  
semester  of 2018, my family found out that my dad was ver y i l l --not 
something that a week on antibiotics would cure. Almost overnight, I  
r eal ized that he was not invincible. As my dad continued his tr eatments 
and surger y, I  was for ced to step up in ways I never  thought I  would have to. Often, I  found 
myself asking why al l  of this was happening to us. I  felt l ike God was punishing me and I spent 
many weeks angr y at God because I felt He abandoned us. Yet,my parents r eminded me that 
God has a plan for  ever ything even though we may not understand i t ful ly. School work 
became the per fect outlet dur ing the ordeal. My teachers were so suppor tive. and I slow ly 
began to understand that God wasn?t punishing us nor  had He abandoned us. Instead,  He was 
giving us the str ength to get through the challenges we were facing. And now , after  f inishing 
my 1st year  of the IB Diploma Program, I?m feeling exci ted and hopeful about my senior  year. 

To the incoming Junior s, I  have four  Jehane?s Jewels that I?d l ike to share that I  hope w i l l  help 
you this year :

1. Get your  CAS proposals in ASAP because your  advisor s get busy f i r st semester  w ith the 
senior s on their  col lege apps (we need the help!)

2. Secure your  EE advisor s and star t brainstorming your  r esearch topics
3. Take good notes in class and make sure you?re understanding the mater ial, r ather  than 

memor izing i t
4. Don?t be afr aid to ask your  teachers questions. They love i t because they know  you?re 

paying attention in class, and
5. Don?t str ess yourself  out. As long as you?re keeping up and not procrastinating, you?ll  get 

through this year  (and the last two) w ith f lying color s.

I 'm Melissa MacRunnel, and I am so exci ted to be joining New  Covenant 
Academy as the new  2nd Grade Teacher ! The posi tivi ty and warmth 
that I  have alr eady exper ienced whi le visi ting NCA make i t clear  that 
this is a ver y special place for  students to learn and grow. I am ver y 
blessed to have this oppor tuni ty to be par t of the team. I grew  up in the 
LA area, leaving to get a degree in teacher  education at Point Loma 
Nazarene Univer si ty. After  r eceiving my teaching credential, I  chose to 
move abroad to teach English at a pr ivate Chr istian school in Sendai, 
Japan. After  r eturned to Amer ica, I  began teaching 4th grade at a public 
school in Santa Ana. I  look for ward to star ting a new  adventure at New  
Covenant Academy and getting to know  al l  of you!

INTRODUCING MS. MACRUNNEL

JEHANE DJEDJRO, SENIOR
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Dear  Appa (dad),
 
I  l ike to think I know  a lot about you. Not because you 
lay next to me and told me stor ies before I went to bed, 
or  held my hand and impar ted w isdom, but because I 
studied you. I  learned to r ead your  moods and tr iggers, 
your  concerned looks and small smi les. When 
younger , I  often saw  you as a w i ld dog?the way you 
could unleash sharp words l ike a w i ld dog on smaller , 
weaker  prey. You are happiest when you tel l  stor ies 
about your  past, about grow ing up in Korea, about 
playing in the r iver  next door , about immigrating to 
Amer ica, sur viving through the L.A r iots. You don?t 
seem too happy about the present; afteral l , you work 

for  us l ike a horse. For  years, I  only stole gl impses of the back of your  sleeping head whi le 
r ushing to school. You came home so late at night, I  wondered i f  you did the same to me when 
you came back from work. I  know  words w i l l  never  be enough, but thank you. I  am able to 
speak English, consider  even the possibi l i ty of col lege, and do what I  love because of what you 
do for  me. Your  impact on me is profound, but in ways I?ve only r ecently come to understand 
as you are si lent. I?ve learned that your  love is si lent, but deep. You are a product of 
per sistence and w i l l  always be an inspir ation to me.

GINA KIM, SENIOR

After  NCA?s busy week of f inals, prom, 
and graduation, the long-awaited 
summer  break has f inal ly ar r ived. 

With two weeks of fr ee time before summer  school, students are 
spending their  valuable time in var ious ways? from rewatching 
Sher lock to tr avell ing abroad to China. One student has been 
spending her  week to r echarge and do what she loves most 
? sw imming and watching television (guess who!). After  a hectic 
year  of balancing standardized tests and IB r equir ements, summer  
break  defini tely gives us a breath of fr esh air. On the other  hand, 
some are tr aveling to var ious destinations: New  York, Korea, China, 
etc. Al l  in al l , summer  is time for  
enr iching exper iences. So, be brave, 
explore, and enjoy!

ASHLEY KIM, SENIOR

CALENDAR  
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